Trade Marks in Macau

What is a trade mark?

A trade or service mark is any sign that is capable to distinguish the goods or services of
a company from those of others and can be represented graphically by words,
characters, numbers, figurative elements, and combination of different colors, three-
dimensional, sounds or any combination of these, Trade marks are valuable assets and
therefore should be protected.

Why should you register?

You should register your trade or service mark to protect it against unauthorized use by
third parties, and it will entitle you to sue for infringement through the courts. Failure to
register your trade or service marks could allow third parties to register an identical or

similar mark which could prevent you from using or registering your own mark.

You should also bare in mind that a trade or service mark registration will enable you to
exploit your mark commercially through licensing and that the registrations are tangible
assets that are capable of being transferred for value.

Macau is an independent jurisdiction from the People’s Republic of China an therefore
you need to obtain protection in both jurisdictions. A registration in the People’s Republic
of China will not grant you any protection in Macau.

How to register?

It is advisable to perform a trade mark search before filing the application in order to
make sure that there are no existing applications or registrations similar or identical to
your mark. A search is even more important when developing a new trade or service

mark or using an existing one in a new market.

In Macau, as in most of the countries and regions, a separate trade or service mark
application is required for each mark in each class in which you require protection.
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