Patents in Macau

What is a patent?

Any inventions, in any area of technology, pertaining to products or processes for
obtaining products, substances or compositions, even if they involve a product
composed of biological matter or that contains biological matter or a process that
permits the production, processing or use of biological matter, shall be patentable
provided that such inventions are a novel, involve an inventive step (if, for a person
skilled in the art, the result is not obvious from the prior art), are industrially applicable
if its subject matter can be manufactured or used in any type of industrial or commercial
activity), do not belong to any of the categories of excluded subject matter. Patents are

valuable assets and therefore should be protected.

Invention patents and utility patents focus on the improvement of the function,
technology adopted, manufacturing technique, users’ convenience, etc. of a product.

However, the technical level of a utility patent is lower than that for invention patent.

Why should you register?

You should register your patent to protect it against unauthorized use by third parties,
and it will entitle you to sue for infringement through the courts. Failure to register could
allow third parties to register an identical or similar idea or invention which could

prevent you from using or registering your own idea or invention.

You should also bare in mind that a patent registration will enable you to exploit your
patent commercially through licensing and that the registrations are tangible assets that

are capable of being transferred for value.

Macau is an independent jurisdiction from the People’s Republic of China and therefore
you need to obtain protection in both jurisdictions. A registration in the People’s Republic

of China will not grant you any protection in Macau.
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